
AP GoPo - Federalism in practice in the modern U.S. - Case Studies 
 

This assignment will give us a chance to see case studies of 
federalism in action in a variety of states over the last 40 years. 

You will be preparing a presentation with a partner (or 2) that will 
investigate one of the following cases: 

Cases: 
1. No Child Left Behind (2001) (education)​ and more detail ​here 

2. Cannabis:  ​production​ & ​Fair Labor Standards Act​; ​Banking - Vermont 

connection​, and how ​Colorado works with the federal gov. on its cannabis 

regulation 

3. California Emissions standards​ & ​background 

4. Title IX​ (sex discrimination in schools, 1972) & ​funding overview 

5. ADA (Americans with disabilities act, 1990),​ - focus on ​requirements for 

accessibility​, & ​funding​ options 

6. Planned parenthood & Title X ​; ​Title X Family Planning background 

7. Hunger-free kids act of 2010​ [ + go interview Pat in the cafeteria on how it works 

for MMU!]  

8. Arizona SB 1070​ & ​SCOTUS case Arizona v. US (2012​) - immigration law 

9. Endangered species act (1973)​ & ​funding​ options & ​funding cuts​ & ​Vermont 

connection 

10.  ​Minimum drinking age act of 1984​ & ​Vermont connection 

11. LIHEAP (Low income heating assistance program)​ &  ​Vermont data 

 
**In addition, you have the option of making a “Federalism cake” to 
share!  Layer or Marble??? We will await your big reveal! (Bonus 
option= the undying love of your teacher and classmates!)** 
 
Your presentation should include: 

1. A ​summary ​of your case study - who/what/where/when? 
2. What ​powers of states/federal government ​are involved? (enumerated/implied powers 

of Congress  v. reserved to states v. concurrent powers)  
3. What type of ​federalism ​is involved in your case study... 

 

https://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/no-child-left-behind-overview-definition-summary.html
https://ballotpedia.org/No_Child_Left_Behind_Act
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-marijuana/u-s-wage-law-applies-to-marijuana-industry-workers-appeals-court-idUSKBN1W52F5?fbclid=IwAR1MknZ0Y_GuMbe6ZVdssuRP6FZmJi1vevLGov1_i9hQ5-ccp3MAST8ZdyY
https://www.dol.gov/general/aboutdol/majorlaws
https://vtdigger.org/2019/09/23/donovan-joins-ags-urging-congress-to-pass-cannabis-banking-bill/
https://vtdigger.org/2019/09/23/donovan-joins-ags-urging-congress-to-pass-cannabis-banking-bill/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/marijuana/federal-implications
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/marijuana/federal-implications
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/18/us/trump-california-emissions.html
https://www.transportpolicy.net/region/north-america/united-states/california/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/tix_dis.html
https://www.justia.com/education/title-ix/
https://adata.org/learn-about-ada
https://www.ada.gov/regs2010/titleII_2010/titleII_2010_regulations.htm#a35150
https://www.ada.gov/regs2010/titleII_2010/titleII_2010_regulations.htm#a35150
https://adata.org/faq/what-funding-assistance-available-removing-barriers-and-accommodating-customers-disabilities
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/19/health/planned-parenthood-title-x.html
https://www.hhs.gov/opa/title-x-family-planning/index.html
https://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/healthy-hunger-free-kids-act
https://ballotpedia.org/Arizona_SB_1070
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2011/11-182
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-endangered-species-act
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/grants/
https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/445309-fund-endangered-species-act-its-saved-99-percent-of-wildlife-on
https://www.wcax.com/content/news/Vermont-suing-to-block-weakening-of-Endangered-species-Act-561355921.html
https://www.wcax.com/content/news/Vermont-suing-to-block-weakening-of-Endangered-species-Act-561355921.html
https://alcoholpolicy.niaaa.nih.gov/the-1984-national-minimum-drinking-age-act
https://www.timesargus.com/news/vermont-drinking-age-debate-renewed/article_39a7610e-0941-5ceb-ba9b-04fc6bfb79ad.html
https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/pubs/LCIssueBriefs/FinalLIHEAPPrimer.pdf
https://liheappm.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/private/congress/profiles/2017/FY2017_VT_grantee_prof_final.pdf


● Dual ​- a “Layer” cake - federal law on top has supremacy 
over states and localities on bottom; laws & authority of each are 
separate and do not overlap 
 

● Cooperative ​- a “marble” cake - a complicated blend of 
federal and state laws govern & regulate programs 
 
 

 
4. What types of money are involved?  Types of ​grants in aid -  

● Categorical ​- money given with “strings attached” - must be used for a specific 
purpose and  follow certain rules to receive money (a mandate) 

● Block ​- chunk of money to do a particular program but no regulations - states 
have control over how money is used for that purpose 

● Unfunded mandate​ - requirement to do something but NO money to help 
● Is there ​revenue sharing?​ (do both federal/state have to provide money?) 

 
Handy websites: 
 
USA Spending​ - lots of detail on how much is spent, on what, and where 
Congressional budget office​ (nonpartisan money analysis) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.usaspending.gov/#/
https://www.cbo.gov/topics

